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TEXT

Mark 9:14-21
And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, 
and scribes arguing with them.  And immediately all the crowd, when they 
saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him.   And he 
asked them, "What are you arguing about with them?"  And someone from 
the crowd answered him, "Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a 
spirit that makes him mute.  And whenever it seizes him, it throws him 
down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your 
disciples to cast it out, and they were not able." 

And he answered them, "O faithless generation, how long am I to be with 
you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me."  And they brought 
the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the 
boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth.  And 
Jesus asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he 
said, "From childhood.  And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to 
destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us." 

And Jesus said to him,  "'If you can'! All things are possible for one who 
believes." Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, "I believe; 
help my unbelief!" And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, 
he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it,  "You mute and deaf spirit, I 
command you, come out of him and never enter him again." And after crying 
out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, 
so that most of them said, "He is dead." But Jesus took him by the hand and 
lifted him up, and he arose.  And when he had entered the house, his 
disciples asked him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?" And he said to 
them, "This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”

A young man drove his old green pickup truck to the Walmart. He had a summer job there. 
Stocking the shelves. He went in to work. At the end of the work day when he went back out to 
his truck, it wouldn’t start. He raised the hood. Everything looked fine to him. He tried again to 
start it, but it wouldn’t. At that moment, an older man was coming out of the store. He saw the 
frustrated young man and his old green pickup. He turned the ignition of his own car and slowly 
moved into the space next to the pickup. Got out and asked the young man, “Mind if I have a 
look?” The young man said politely, “If you have jumper cables, maybe you could just give my truck 
a jump.” The older man replied, “I do have some jumper cables, but let me just take a look first.” 
When he did, he saw that the clamps around the battery posts were badly corroded. He had once 
worked on cars for Sears. Retired now, he still kept a toolbox in the trunk of his car. “Let’s get 
these clamps cleaned up and see if this truck won’t start on its own.” The older man went to it 
and in a little while he said to the young man, “Try starting it now.” The truck started right up.
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He could have simply given that truck a jump. And pretty soon that young man would have been 
back in the same fix. But the older man went one extra step. Going that extra step to help 
someone is something we all agree we should do. But what about taking that extra step to get 
help? What if you’re the one who needs help? You’ve done all you feel comfortable with in seeking 
help, but there is yet one more step you could take -- one more thing you could ask for, one more 
person you could ask, one more route you could go to get help -- shouldn’t you do it? 

The father in our text today needed to take one more step. To get help for his son. He no doubt 
loved his son. But the boy was severely disabled. Apparently the boy would have been healthy and 
strong. But he was kept from growing up normally, from having friends, from just having fun like 
other kids, because he was possessed by an evil spirit. That made it impossible for the boy to 
speak. The boy’s father must have been desperate. Who could help them? What were they going to 
do? Meanwhile, at various times the evil spirit would convulse the boy’s body terribly and throw 
him to the ground or into fire or water in order to kill the boy. 

At this time Jesus was away in the mountains with three of His disciples. But the rest of the 
disciples were in town when this father came to ask Jesus for help. With Jesus away, he asked Jesus’ 
disciples to drive the evil spirit out of his son. When Jesus arrived on the scene, He found a huge 
argument going on. The father explained with these cold, hopeless words: “I asked your disciples to 
cast out the spirit, but they were not able.”  

All hope was gone.  Would he be willing to take one more step? That is one thing that can stop us 
from going that extra step to get help. When all hope is gone. When all hope of being healed is 
gone. When all hope that the problem can be resolved is gone. When all hope of reconciliation is 
gone. When all hope of getting a job is gone. When all hope of being whole again is gone. It stops 
us in our tracks. It makes us feel as if we just can’t go one more step. It doesn’t matter if we’re 
being rational or irrational. When we feel that all hope is gone, we just can’t go one more step. 
Can’t go one more step to get help. Perhaps not even to pray. Like this father who was wavering 
between faith and unbelief.

In this father’s case we see what kind of extra step Jesus takes toward us to restore our hope 
when it’s gone. When our hope wavers, when we waver between faith and unbelief, that doesn’t 
stop Jesus. Jesus said to the father, “All things are possible for one who believes.” But are all things 
possible for the one who wavers in his faith? See, that’s where the father was at. But the father’s 
struggling faith didn’t stop Jesus either! Where Jesus would have taken a step toward a person of 
faith, here He took that extra step toward a person of wavering faith. And He drove the evil spirit 
out of the boy. And when they all thought the evil spirit had left the boy dead, Jesus took one more 
step. He took the boy by the hand, lifted him up, and the boy arose.
  
Arose. Resurrection. The very thing that gives us hope. The basis of all hope. That not only would 
an evil spirit leave a person when Jesus said so. Even Death would leave a person when Jesus said 
so. That’s the kind of extra step Jesus takes toward us to give up hope when hope is gone. That not 
only did He die on the cross for us to gain for us life, but He rose again for us, too. No other 
authority in heaven or on earth can stop Him. Nothing, not even the worst things we can think of, 
can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. That’s the promise of the 
One who rose from the dead and who has power over all things.

That’s the promise that restores our hope so we can take that extra step of getting help and 
praying. 
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When my youngest sister was just a tiny newborn, she had some sort of breathing problem. And I 
don’t know whether it occurred when she was taking her bottle or what, but she would turn 
blue. It was as if she wasn’t getting any oxygen. Suffocating. I don’t remember what my mother did 
about it the first time it happened. All I know is after that my parents had a small oxygen tank for 
my sister just in case it happened again. Well, it did happen again. The second time it occurred, we 
used the oxygen tank, and it saved her life. But my mother was a wreck. She had gotten help for 
my sister, and it still wasn’t enough. There was one more step, though, she could take. And she did 
that very day. She called our pastor to come to our house and baptize my sister right away. Not 
that she thought it would save my sister’s life but that through baptism Jesus would grant my sister 
the promise of eternal life and give my parents hope. 

The hope of the resurrection. That’s the kind of extra step that’s taken because of Jesus’ 
resurrection. That extra step of seeking help and of asking God for help. Because Jesus’ death and 
His resurrection give us hope.  

Amen
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